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Next Week's Conference.
As to the substantial results of
the conference of governors at the
White House next week, much de-
pends on how well the State execu-

tives behave themselves. Not that

there is grave fear that they will
carve their salad or attempt any
sword-swallowing feats when the

pie is served, but there is always
the possibility that men with crank
notions will break inte such a
gathering, and, by trying make
it do the impossible, prevent it
'from accomplishing the possible and
useful.

No doubt President Roosevelt re-
alizes the difficulty and danger thus
presented. His anxiety to make the
conference a great and epoch-mark-
/ing success is well known by people
who have had occasion to discuss it
with him. So experienced a public
men will not have omitted to recog-
nize the need of gusrding against
this kind of situations.

It is certainly an interesting fact
that this conference presents a
strange parallel to the constitu-
tional convention of 1787, That
gathering was called originally on
the initiative of Washington and
' some of his close friends, not with
the idea of making a Constitution
at all. The first purpose was to
consider a plan which Washington
had in his mind, of developing and
conserving and utflizing natural re-
sources; and first of these was the
development of internal waterways.
Washington wanted a great canal
dug to connect the Potomac with
the Ohio. He had discovered that
it was an interstate work, in which
different colonies must co-operate.
The necessity for co-operation sug-
gested conference; the convention
was the result; and once in session,
that convention developed the Con-
stitution and made nation
where thirteen had been before.

It is no idle speculation to sug-
gest that the writer of 100 years
hence may discover that another
era was ushered upon the stage of
national progress by the convention
of 1908, There is no overestimating
the importance and significance of
the movement for conserving re-
sources. It means the summoning
of science, industry, finance, govern-
ment, to the greatest effort for
posterity that has ever been seri-

to

one

ously undertaken in the world. Itis
not, however, merely a work for
posterity. It is a service to mext
year and the next decade that

President Roosevelt proposes, quite
as much as a service to the next
century.

The mere making of an appraisal
of natural wealth; *he direction of
attention to thc zppalling national
waste; the consideration of our in-
excusable national recklessness of
the future;. the contemplation of
the rapid reducticn in the volume of
minerals, metals, and timber—these
things alone camnnt but be of im-
mense benefit. Along with this, the
conference will hear great special-
§sts and authorities tell of the
means which science and advanced
administration methods are provid-
ing to lessen the pace at which re-
sources are being exhausted. Alto-
gether, it is scarcely possible that
the lesson can be entirely
looked by those statesmen
charged with making and adminis-
sering laws, have been too careless
of the duty to conserve the wealth
of this wonderful continent.

over-

who,

Turning on the Light.

When a Government has
hundreds of thousands of dollars in-|
stalling electric lighting plants in|
its buildings, any plan to shut ll()\\n!
ihat machinery and buy light from

spent

a corporation should be thoroughly
ventilated. That was the view taken
by the president of the local Sta-
tionary Engineers and the Central
Labor by Representative
Cary of Wisconsin, by Secretary
Cortelyou, and by The Times. It
pruoved to be an important view
wlen the House came to consider
the famous section 9 of the
sundry civil appropriation bill.

By that paragraph the Secretary
of the Treasury was authorized to
contract for electric fluid for all the
bureaus of the Government

Union,

now

in the
District, without a singie exception,
at a rate which may or may not
have been profitable—6 cents per
kilowatt hour for the first million
kilowatt hours and 2%, cents there-
after. 1f there was any precedent
inquiry on the part of the Commit-

has been made to it from the floor.
As far as the public knows, this
was a proposition to change the
method of lighting the Government
buildings in the District, to abandon
costly and modern machinery ii-
stalled within very recent years,
and to make the Government en-
tirely beholden to a corporation for
its lighting service, without any
shadow of reason. It failed, and in
the absence of more information it
well deserved to fail.

What an inquiry would disclose no
one can be sure. But the Secretary
of the Treasury, at whose request
it was rumored this paragraph h:d
been inserted, has reported to the

committee that in at least four
buildings the Government is now

producing its own current for ap-
proximately one-half the proposed
rate. itself
which Congress hesi-
tate. In the face of it, and in the
light of the of the
House in fixing 75 cents as a maxi-

That is a showing in

should make

earlier action

mum rate for gas used

may

the
reasonably be
that without the
point of order made by Mr. Gaines

by
Government, it

concluded even

the paragraph would have been
eliminated.

\f y

New Jersey Steps OQut.
“After two years of effort, ex-

tending through three Legislatures,

for New Jersey,” says Good Govern-
ment, “Next after those

in

New

sive of the State laws. As an initial
civil service reform law * * * jt
is a notable achievement.”

This is the progress of reform in
a State which only two years ago
sat hard on a proposition to estab-
lish the most
tions against turning the spoilsman

elementary regula-
loose in the public employment. It
is a gauge of American opinion.
For Representatives inclined to sup-
port bills like that recently report-
ed in the House to give the place-

Particularly should it inject a little

views of any tha
Jersey's twelve representatives

the National Legislature.

About this
ments that va
men, sprigs of nobllity,
out to report the national
for particular newspapers
subsequent n tality among comn Y
garden newspaperm who will

the

to go along to do

casily be explained

The Hearst In dence Lergue
going to hold |t national conver 1

in Chicago July
that Mr.

27 and 28, which me
Hearst's party pr

ans

poses

have plenty of time
over after the other par
their hands.
Gentlemen in receipt of letters from

oceas

the President have on several
discovered that once glven to the

lic, they are apt to be quite as
barrassing to the recipient as to the
writer.

The appearance of a boom for Jud
Parker for FPresident recalls the
that he is still with
useful purpose of
report that he might
the victims of Mrs.

us, a

the heading off
have been
Gunness

is coming

Senator Foraker

most bitter of his
that Mr. Jerome puis up a

article of explanation

Even the
must admit
right plausible
X of this suspense, and

will be nuinersus ¥
in his palmiest and mg
s,

One more we
Mrs. ‘Gurness
Tascott was

plentiful da

as

The report that three members c
House of Representatives, after a
ference about’it extending ov
minutes, had developed no important di-
of opinion about the currency

is ‘beilieved be grossly ex

frencus
gquestion,

to

aggerated.
Tom L. Johnson is pro ng a fine
sample of the. stock ar of Demo-

eratiec harmony which helps the Repub-
licans win so many elections.

The charge at Gen. Leonard Wood
couldn’'t possibly drill a regiment, is
just a inean fling, no more worthy of
consideration than the strange protest
against sending a ship to sea in com-
mand of a doctor.

The Engiish Winston Churechill con-

much political hard

mesake.

tinues have as
luck as his American n:

w

MAY » NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN.

hunter a grip on the Census Bu-|
reau it cannot fail to be of interest. |

ginger into the civil service reform |
waver among A\."‘.\ |

in

a civil service law has been passed | decency will f

E |
York and Massachusetts the New '
Jersey law is the most comprehen- |

|
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Weekly Review

of Books;

Authors and Publishers

“Not long ago I asked F. Marion
Crawford if he were aware that some

literary critics accused him of writing
solely for the ubiquitous young person
and for parlor-table decoration,” writes
Walter Littlefield, in the {hlcago Rec-
ord-Herald. answer was su#fici-
ently characterietic and convincing to
me. It may possibly be so to olhers.
Ho said:

““‘That is because these
no Imagination. After all,
I offend intelligence, cuiture,
ency, as well as the sentimentality of
thousands of my old readers by sollcit-
Ing the applause of a public which is
both erratic and crotic in its tastes? It
requires no art to call a spade a spade.
I think you wiill agree with me 1at
lterature, like other arts of expression,

Ve
lais

critics have
why should

and dec-

requires not only sympathy, but also

knowledge and taste on the part of the

audience, in order that it enjoy

the best artistic products.

“'‘A pran who has no ki ige of
ssmpathy with {1 rmed

materialic*, .for example

pleasure in contemplating a4 p
a statue, in reading poetry, or
tening to music. 1 write for
women of the world,
nave, but I am glad that the "t
voung 1 call

my
§ At ambition
that innocence nced not
thing 1 have written than
experts in erotics cite mj
amples of morbid reallsm.

‘*Some day. ywever, 1
novel solely for mature I

pages

may write a

will not mean that it W
nocence or decenc At ¢ ime
I hope that i e nor
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The Call of the City.
Arthur Stringer
“The Ur

r adventure

story, when

11 of the strong within
him, voices for New York
thus:

“I wanted to zo0 East.

and

to sniff t

homesick
1 wanted

pee

pawl-and-ratchets as ihe landing floats
lower to crowded deck lips. 1 ached
for a sight of that old erust thrower of
a town, where its skyscraper teeth bit
up into the morning: smoke, and it
seemed to whisper, with one eve
winked: ‘Feed me, or I'll' feed on you!

I want it all, Dinney! 1 said to
that puzzled son of the Sucker State,
who knew nothing of life or living be-
yond the range e Hooslers.
want it all, from the Greek peanutman
with his barrel oven and his little steam
whistle to the flash of the afternoon
sun on some wine-colored tonneau as it
Gips and melts away uyp the avenue! 1
want it all, from the old Irish news-
woman and the passing street faces, and
fhe night hawks of the Tenderloin 1o
the groups of well-built and bright-eyed
girls In velvet and feathers and furs,
with muffs as big as cash boxes, Dinney,
and bunches of violets the size of a
-~;mlm','«”—n'n,~ girls who come langhing
and taililng down Fifth avenue every
afternc M and make me wish I'd Zept
oul of the Under Groove."”

of the

|
j The Adventures of an Author.

It is generally known that Dr.
Edward Breck, author of the new fisld-
manual of wilderness sport, “The Way
of the Woods” (Putnams) wus of
most daring heroes of the Spanish

notg

one

VWAar,
Resigning his American
vice consul general in Berlin h¢ became
assistant to the American naval attache
After an Interesting experienco in the
German ports, watchi the Spanish
agents and negotiating for ships and

position as

| munitions, his offer {0 go to Spain waa

{ accepted by the Navy Depariment 1

he epent the last two months of the

the coast cities of that cournliry,

ng and photographung the w de-

In the course of his career from Bar-

elona to Portugalete he was twice fired
on an once arrested (at C

guard

1ssport

examinatiops, ard to

introducticn from General W

Dr or “Dr. Koenig
1 had personally

- o
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Diplomats Enjoy Party
At Carroll Institute

7

MISS GEORGIA KNOX,
Who Took an Interesting Part in the
Divlomats’ Play Last Night.
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“Qur Boys.”

Who Took the Par. of an Heiress in
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For Wife of Naval
Attache.
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